
A Service of the Word
This service is taken from the Supplementary to the Book of Alternative Services produced through Faith 
Worship and Ministry of the Anglican Church of Canada in 1995

All stand. 
Officiant:  The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,

and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all
People:  And also with you. 
Officiant:  Let us pray.

We thank you, O God, that you have again brought us together on the Lord’s 
Day to praise you for your goodness and to ask your blessing.  Give us grace 
to see your hand in the week that is past, and your purpose in the week to 
come; through Christ our Lord.

People:  Amen.

Officiant:  Dear friends in Christ,
as we turn our hearts and minds to worship almighty God,
let us confess our sins.

People:  Most merciful God,
we confess that we have sinned against you
in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart; 
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Officiant:  Merciful God,  grant to your faithful people pardon and peace, 
that we may be cleansed from all our sins and serve you with a quiet mind;
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who is alive and reigns with you and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever.

People:  Amen.
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A hymn of praise may be sung.

Hail to the Lord’s Anointed
Hail to the Lord’s anointed, great David’s greater Son!
Hail, in the time appointed, his reign on earth begun!
He comes to break oppression, to set the captive free,
To take away transgression, and rule in equity.

He shall come down like showers upon the fruitful earth,
and love, joy, hope, like flowers, spring in his path to birth.
Before him on the mountains shall peace the herald go,
and righteousness in fountains from hill to valley flow.

O’er every foe victorious, he on his throne shall rest,
from age to age more glorious, all blessing and all blest.
The tide of time shall never his covenant remove.
His name shall stand forever; that name to us is love.

The Collect of the Day. 
Lord of the teasing riddle, whose questions undo our certainty and set us on a 
different path: give us a heart of passion, a searching mind, gentle strength of 
body, and unseen depths of soul, so that we might love you wholly and our 
neighbour as ourselves; through Jesus Christ, the law of grace.  Amen.

The Proclamation of the Word The Scripture lessons from the Sunday eucharistic lectionary are read.

First Reading:  Deuteronomy 34:1-12
Then Moses went up from the plains of Moab to Mount Nebo, to the top of Pisgah, 
which is opposite Jericho, and the Lord showed him the whole land: Gilead as far 
as Dan,  all Naphtali, the land of Ephraim and Manasseh, all the land of Judah as 
far as the Western Sea,  the Negeb, and the Plain—that is, the valley of Jericho, the 
city of palm trees—as far as Zoar.  The Lord said to him, “This is the land of which 
I swore to Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, saying, ‘I will give it to your 
descendants’; I have let you see it with your eyes, but you shall not cross over 
there.” Then Moses, the servant of the Lord, died there in the land of Moab, at the 
Lord’s command.  He was buried in a valley in the land of Moab, opposite Beth-
peor, but no one knows his burial place to this day.  Moses was one hundred twenty 
years old when he died; his sight was unimpaired and his vigor had not abated. 
 The Israelites wept for Moses in the plains of Moab thirty days; then the period of 
mourning for Moses was ended.
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Joshua son of Nun was full of the spirit of wisdom, because Moses had laid his 
hands on him; and the Israelites obeyed him, doing as the Lord had commanded 
Moses.
Never since has there arisen a prophet in Israel like Moses, whom the Lord knew 
face to face.  He was unequaled for all the signs and wonders that the Lord sent 
him to perform in the land of Egypt, against Pharaoh and all his servants and his 
entire land, and for all the mighty deeds and all the terrifying displays of power 
that Moses performed in the sight of all Israel.
The word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God

Psalm 90:1-6, 13-17
Lord, you have been our refuge * 

from one generation to another. 
Before the mountains were brought forth, 

or the land and the earth were born, * 
from age to age you are God. 

You turn us back to the dust and say, * 
“Go back, O child of earth.” 

For a thousand years in your sight are like yesterday when it is past * 
and like a watch in the night. 

You sweep us away like a dream; *
we fade away suddenly like the grass. 

In the morning it is green and flourishes; * 
in the evening it is dried up and withered. 

Return, O Lord; how long will you tarry? * 
be gracious to your servants. 

Satisfy us by your loving-kindness in the morning; *
so shall we rejoice and be glad all the days of our life. 

Make us glad by the measure of the days that you afflicted us * 
and the years in which we suffered adversity. 

Show your servants your works *
and your splendour to their children. 

May the graciousness of the Lord our God be upon us; * 
prosper the work of our hands;  prosper our handiwork. 

3



Eternal Father of our mortal race, in Jesus Christ your grace has come upon
us. For his sake, prosper the work of our hands until he returns to gladden our 
hearts forever.  Amen.

Second Reading:  1 Thessalonians 2:1-8
You yourselves know, brothers and sisters, that our coming to you was not in vain, 
but though we had already suffered and been shamefully mistreated at Philippi, as 
you know, we had courage in our God to declare to you the gospel of God in spite 
of great opposition.  For our appeal does not spring from deceit or impure motives 
or trickery,  but just as we have been approved by God to be entrusted with the 
message of the gospel, even so we speak, not to please mortals, but to please God 
who tests our hearts.  As you know and as God is our witness, we never came with 
words of flattery or with a pretext for greed;  nor did we seek praise from mortals, 
whether from you or from others,  though we might have made demands as 
apostles of Christ. But we were gentle among you, like a nurse tenderly caring for 
her own children.  So deeply do we care for you that we are determined to share 
with you not only the gospel of God but also our own selves, because you have 
become very dear to us.
The word of the Lord.
People:  Thanks be to God.

Hymn:  Lord, Whose Love in Humble Service

Lord, whose love in humble service bore the weight of human need,
Who upon the cross, forsaken, worked your mercy’s perfect deed:
we, your servants, bring the worship not of voice alone, but heart;
consecrating to your purpose every gift which you impart.

Still your children wander homeless; still the hungry cry for bread;
still the captives long for freedom; still in grief we mourn our dead.
As you, Lord, in deep compassion healed the sick and freed the soul,
by your Spirit send your power to our world to make it whole.

As we worship, grant us vision till your love’s revealing light
in its height and depth and greatness dawns upon our quickened sight,
making known the needs and burdens your compassion bids us bear,
stirring us to ardent service, your abundant life to share.
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Gospel Reading:  Matthew 22:34-46
When the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they gathered 
together,  and one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question to test him.  “Teacher, 
which commandment in the law is the greatest?”  He said to him, “‘You shall love 
the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your 
mind.’ This is the greatest and first commandment.  And a second is like it: ‘You 
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’  On these two commandments hang all the 
law and the prophets.”
Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them this question: 
 “What do you think of the Messiah? Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The 
son of David.”  He said to them, “How is it then that David by the Spirit calls him 
Lord, saying,
‘The Lord said to my Lord,
“Sit at my right hand,
    until I put your enemies under your feet”’?
If David thus calls him Lord, how can he be his son?”  No one was able to give 
him an answer, nor from that day did anyone dare to ask him any more questions.

The Gospel of Christ
People:  Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ
A sermon or other comment on the readings is delivered. Where no preacher is designated, members of 
the congregation may wish to share brief reflections on the day’s scriptures.
The officiant invites the people, in these or similar words, to join in reciting the Apostles’ Creed.

Officiant Let us confess our faith as we say,
All:   I believe in God, the Father almighty,

creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord. 
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit 
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again
to judge the living and the dead.
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I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, 
the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

Intercessions and Thanksgivings
The officiant or another member of the community leads the prayers, using the following or another 
authorized form.
Let us pray with confidence to the Lord, saying “Lord, hear our prayer”.
Silence

In the Anglican cycle of prayer today we pray for the Church in Wales; for the 
Most Rev’d John Davies - Archbishop of Wales and Bishop of Swansea & Brecon.

In our Diocesan cycle of prayer we pray for the people and community of Mayo; 
for St. Mary with St. Mark and for licensed lay ministers Charles and Valerie 
Maier.  For the people and community of Pelly Crossing; for St. James the Lord’s 
Brother.
O Lord, guard and direct your Church in the way of unity, service, and praise. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Give to all nations an awareness of the unity of the human family . 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Cleanse our hearts of prejudice and selfishness, and inspire us to hunger and thirst 
for what is right. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Teach us to use your creation for your greater praise, that all may share the good 
things you provide. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Strengthen all who give their energy or skill for the healing of those who are sick 
in body or in mind. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Set free all who are bound by fear and despair. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 
Grant a peaceful end and eternal rest to all who are dying, and your comfort to 
those who mourn. 
Lord, hear our prayer. 

Gracious God, you have heard the prayers of your faithful people; 
you know our needs before we ask,
and our ignorance in asking.
Grant our requests as may be best for us.
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This we ask in the name of your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
A hymn may be sung, during which the offerings of the people are collected and presented. 
When the offering is placed on the altar or other suitable place, all say:

Yours, Lord, is the greatness,
the power, the glory, the splendour, and the majesty;
for everything in heaven and on earth is yours.
All things come from you, and of your own do we give you.

The officiant leads the concluding prayers, using either the Prayer of St. John Chrysostom and 
the Lord’s Prayer or the Lord’s Prayer and the Doxology:

Officiant And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, 
in the language that is closest to our heart, we are bold to say,

All.   Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come, thy will be done,
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread.
And forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us. 
And lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom,
the power, and the glory,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Doxology
Officiant  Glory to God
All:   whose power, working in us, can do infinitely more

than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation, 
in the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Officiant:  May the God of hope fill us with all joy and peace in believing 
through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

All:  Amen.
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Hymn:  Where Charity and Love Prevail
Where charity and love prevail, there God is ever found;
brought here together by Christ’s love, by love are we thus bound.

With grateful joy and holy fear his charity we learn;
let us with heart and mind and strength now love him in return.

Let us recall that in our midst dwells God’s begotten Son;
as members of his body joined, we are in him made one.

Love can exclude no race or creed if honoured be God’s name;
our common life embraces all whose Father is the same
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